
John Wayne Airport
Airline Chronological History

1952

• Bonanza Airlines initiated service

1967

4/1/1967- Air California initiated service

1968

4/17/1968- Bonanza Airlines changed name to   
Air West and initiated service

• Aero Commuter initiated service

• Cable Commuter Airlines initiated service

1969
3/18/1969- Aero Commuter acquired              
Cable Commuter Airlines

7/15/1969- Aero Commuter changed name to 
Golden West Airlines, and initiated service

1970

4/1970- Air West changed name to             
Hughes Airwest

1978

• Trans Catalina Airlines initiated service 

1980

10/01/1980- Hughes Airwest was acquired by  
Republic Airlines and initiated service*

10/1980- Western Airlines initiated service

12/1980- Frontier Airlines initiated service

*The Civil Aeronautics Board approved Republic's takeover of Hughes Airwest on September 12, 1980,  The carrier operated as Republic Airlines West and continued using Hughes Airwest's "RW" code until January 1983 when the final integration of the two carriers occurred.
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1981

2/1981- Sun Aire Airlines initiated service

5/1981- Imperial Airlines initiated service

8/1981- Sun Aire Airlines ceased service

9/1981- Air Irvine initiated service

10/1981- Pacific Southwest Airlines (PSA) initiated 
service

• Air California changed name to Air Cal

• Trans Catalina Airlines ceased service

1983
4/22/1983- Golden West Airlines ceased service

6/1/1983- Air Irvine changed name to Dash Air

9/1983- American Airlines initiated service

• California Seaboard Airlines initiated service

• During the summer, Air Spur Helicopters initiated 
service

1984

9/13/1984- Dash Air ceased service

1985
2/1985- Mid Pacific Air initiated service

4/1/1985- America West Airlines initiated service

4/1/1985- Continental Airlines initiated service

4/1/1985- Jet America initiated service

• WestAir Commuter Airlines initiated service

• Mammoth Air Shuttle initiated service

• Late in the year, Air Spur Helicopters ceased 
service

1986

2/15/1986- Imperial Airlines ceased service

5/1986- Mid Pacific Air ceased service

8/24/1986- Frontier Airlines ceased service

10/1986- Wings West Airlines operated by 
American Eagle initiated service

10/1/1986- Republic Airlines was acquired by 
Northwest Airlines and initiated service

12/12/1986- Delta Connection operated by 
SkyWest Airlines initiated service
• California Seaboard Airlines ceased service
• Early in the year, Resort Commuter Airlines 
initiated service

1987
4/1/1987- Trans World Airlines (TWA) initiated 
service

4/1/1987- Western Airlines was acquired by     
Delta Air Lines and initiated service

9/1987- United Airlines initiated service

10/1/1987- Jet America merged with Alaska 
Airlines and initiated service
10/1/1987 – AirCal was acquired by American 
Airlines and ceased service

• Trans World Express operated by Resort 
Commuter Airlines initiated and ceased service

• Early in the year, StatesWest Airlines initiated 
service

1988

4/9/1988- Pacific Southwest Airlines (PSA) merged 
with USAir

11/1/1988- Pan Am Express operated by       
Resort Commuter Airlines initiated service

11/1988- Mammoth Air Shuttle ceased service
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1989

8/15/1989- Helitrans Air Service initiated service

11/22/1989- Pan Am Express operated by     
Resort Commuter Airlines ceased service

1990

7/15/1990- USAir Express operated by  
StatesWest Airlines initiated service

10/01/1990- Midway Airlines initiated service

1991

5/1991- Midway Airlines ceased service

10/1991- Pacific Coast Airlines initiated service

11/1991- Pacific Coast Airlines ceased service

• Early in the year, Alpha Air initiated service with a 
one-year codeshare agreement with MGM Grand 
Air that was not renewed for 1992

1992

4/1/1992- Morris Air operating through            
Sierra Pacific initiated service

• Helitrans Air Service ceased service

1993

10/18/1993- Jetstream International Airlines 
replaced StatesWest Airlines as USAir Express

11/24/1993- Trans World Express operated by 
Alpha Air initiated service

1994
1/14/1994- USAir Express operated by     
Jetstream International Airlines ceased service

4/1/1994- USAir Express operated by              
Trans States Airlines initiated service

5/26/1994- Southwest Airlines acquired          
Morris Air (Sierra Pacific) and initiated service 

11/3/1994- Reno Air initiated service

12/1994- United Parcel Service (UPS) initiated 
inaugural cargo service

1995

3/31/1995- USAir Express operated by            
Trans States Airlines ceased service

4/1/1995- Arizona Airways proposed to initiate 
service to Tucson (TUS) but the route was not 
approved . Arizona Airways ceased service in 
August without operating a single flight at SNA

4/1/1995- Federal Express (FedEx) initiated cargo 
service

9/1995- TWExpress operated by Alpha Air ceased 
service
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1996

4/1/1996- Great Lakes Aviation operating for 
United Express initiated service

7/7/1996- Great Lakes Aviation operating for 
United Express ceased service

1997
2/1997- USAir officially changed name to            
US Airways after announcement on 11/12/1996

9/8/1997- American Eagle operated by Wings West 
ceased service

1998

5/31/1998- WestAir Commuter Airlines operating 
for United Express ceased service

6/1/1998- United Express operated by        
SkyWest Airlines initiated service

1999

8/30/1999- Reno Air was acquired by American 
Airlines in February 1998 and ceased service

2001

5/1/2001- Aloha Airlines initiated service

6/30/2001- Trans World Airlines (TWA) was 
acquired by American Airlines in April 2001 and 
ceased service

2002
6/26/2002- Mesa Airlines initiates service as an 
affiliate of America West Airlines

7/2/2002- American Eagle initiated service as an 
affiliate of American Airlines

2003

8/31/2003- Frontier Airlines initiated service

9/1/2003- Delta Connection operated by       
Atlantic Southeast Airlines initiated service

9/6/2003- US Airways ceased service

10/1/2003- Midwest Express initiated service
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2005

5/2005- Midwest Express ceased service

9/8/2005- Atlantic Southeast Airlines was acquired 
by SkyWest Airlines and ceased service

2007

11/4/2007- America West Airlines began operating 
as US Airways and ceased service

2008

3/31/2008- Aloha Airlines ceased service

2009

4/29/2009- Virgin America initiated service

11/18/2009- American Eagle ceased service

2010

1/31/2010- Northwest Airlines merged with      
Delta Air Lines and ceased service 

4/1/2010- Air Canada initiated inaugural 
international service to Canada 

5/26/2010- Virgin America ceased service

2011

1/16/2011- Air Canada ceased service

5/2/2011- WestJet initiated International service to 
Canada

2012

1/4/2012- Compass Airlines initiated service
3/2/2012- Continental Airlines merged with    
United Airlines and ceased service
6/3/2012- AirTran Airways, a wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Southwest Airlines initiated inaugural 
international service to Mexico

9/5/2012- Compass Airlines ceased service

10/11/2012- Interjet (ABC Aerolineas) initiated 
international service to Mexico
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2013

8/18/2013- Mesa Airlines ceased service

2014
7/19/2014- Interjet (ABC Aerolineas) ceased 
service

10/1/2014- AirTran Airways merged with 
Southwest Airlines and ceased service

2015

10/17/2015- US Airways merged with        
American Airlines and ceased service 

2016

3/16/2016- Horizon Air initiated service

4/30/2016- Compass Airlines reinitiated service

2018

6/25/2018- Delux Public Charters, LLC initiated 
service

2020

4/1/2020- Compass Airlines ceased service

11/17/2020- Spirit Airlines initiated service

2021

2/12/2021- Allegiant Air initiated service

5/6/2021- Sun Country initiated service

10/2/2021- Air Canada reinitiated international 
service to Canada



John Wayne Airport
Airlines 1950-1979

1955 1956 1957 1958 1959

Bonanza Airlines Bonanza Airlines Bonanza Airlines Bonanza Airlines Bonanza Airlines

1960 1961 1962 1963 1964

Bonanza Airlines Bonanza Airlines Bonanza Airlines Bonanza Airlines Bonanza Airlines

1965 1966 1967 1968 1969

Bonanza Airlines Bonanza Airlines Bonanza Airlines Bonanza Airlines→Air West3 Air West

Air California2 Aero Commuter4 Cable Commuter Airlines→Golden West Airlines6

Cable Commuter Airlines5 Air California 

Air California

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974

Air California Air California Air California Air California Air California

Air West→Hughes Airwest7 Hughes Airwest Hughes Airwest Hughes Airwest Hughes Airwest

Golden West Airlines Golden West Airlines Golden West Airlines Golden West Airlines Golden West Airlines

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

Air California Air California Air California Air California Air California

Hughes Airwest Hughes Airwest Hughes Airwest Hughes Airwest Hughes Airwest

Golden West Airlines Golden West Airlines Golden West Airlines Golden West Airlines Golden West Airlines

Trans Catalina Airlines8 Trans Catalina Airlines
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1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
Air California Air California→AirCal12 AirCal AirCal AirCal

Frontier Airlines9 Frontier Airlines Frontier Airlines American Airlines18 American Airlines

Hughes Airwest→Republic Airlines10 Pacific Southwest Airlines14 Pacific Southwest Airlines Frontier Airlines Frontier Airlines

Western Airlines11 Republic Airlines Republic Airlines Pacific Southwest Airlines Pacific Southwest Airlines 

Golden West Airlines Western Airlines Western Airlines Republic Airlines Republic Airlines

Trans Catalina Airlines Air Irvine17 Air Irvine Western Airlines Western Airlines

Golden West Airlines Golden West Airlines Air Irvine→Dash Air22 Air Spur Helicopters

Imperial Airlines13 Imperial Airlines Air Spur Helicopters19 California Seaboard Airlines

Sun Aire Airlines15 California Seaboard Airlines20 Dash Air23

Trans Catalina Airlines16 Golden West Airlines21 Imperial Airlines

Imperial Airlines

1985 1986 1987 1988 1989
AirCal AirCal AirCal→American Airlines39 Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines

America West Airlines24 America West Airlines America West Airlines America West Airlines America West Airlines

American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines

Continental Airlines25 Continental Airlines Continental Airlines Continental Airlines Continental Airlines

Frontier Airlines Frontier Airlines31 Jet America→Alaska Airlines40 Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines

Jet America26 Jet America Northwest Airlines Northwest Airlines Northwest Airlines

Pacific Southwest Airlines Pacific Southwest Airlines Pacific Southwest Airlines Pacific Southwest Airlines→USAir46 Trans World Airlines (TWA)

Republic Airlines Republic Airlines→Northwest Airlines32 Trans World Airlines (TWA)41 Trans World Airlines (TWA) United Airlines

Western Airlines Western Airlines United Airlines42 United Airlines USAir

Air Spur Helicopters27 American Eagle (West Wing Airlines)33 Western Airlines→Delta Air Lines43 American Eagle (Wings West Airlines) American Eagle (Wings West Airlines)
California Seaboard Airlines California Seaboard Airlines34 American Eagle (Wings West Airlines) Mammoth Air Shuttle47 Helitrans Air Service49

Imperial Airlines Imperial Airlines35 Mammoth Air Shuttle Resort Commuter Airlines (Pan AM Express)48 Resort Commuter Airlines (Pan AM Express)50

Mammoth Air Shuttle28 Mammoth Air Shuttle Resort Commuter Airlines (Trans World Express)44 SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection) SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection)

Mid Pacific Air29 Mid Pacific Air36 SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection) StatesWest Airlines StatesWest Airlines

WestAir Commuter Airlines30 Resort Commuter Airlines37 StatesWest Airlines45 WestAir Commuter Airlines (United Express) WestAir Commuter Airlines (United Express)

SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection)38 WestAir Commuter Airlines (United Express)
WestAir Commuter Airlines
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Airlines 1990-1999

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994
Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines
America West Airlines America West Airlines America West Airlines America West Airlines America West Airlines
American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines
Continental Airlines Continental Airlines Continental Airlines Continental Airlines Continental Airlines
Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines
Midway Airlines51 Midway Airlines54 Northwest Airlines Morris Air (Sierra Pacific) Morris Air (Sierra Pacific)→Southwest Airlines63

Northwest Airlines Northwest Airlines Morris Air (Sierra Pacific)57 Northwest Airlines Northwest Airlines
Trans World Airlines (TWA) Trans World Airlines (TWA) Trans World Airlines (TWA) Trans World Airlines (TWA) Reno Air64

United Airlines United Airlines United Airlines United Airlines Trans World Airlines (TWA)
USAir USAir55 Alpha Air USAir59 United Airlines
American Eagle (Wings West Airlines) Alpha Air (MGM Grand Air)56 American Eagle (Wings West Airlines) Alpha Air (TWExpress)60 United Parcel Service (UPS)65

Helitrans Air Service American Eagle (Wings West Airlines) Helitrans Air Service58 American Eagle (Wings West Airlines) USAir
Pacific Coast Airlines52 Helitrans Air Service SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection) Jetstream International Airlines (USAir Express)61 Alpha Air (TWExpress)
SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection) SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection) StatesWest Airlines (USAir Express) SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection) American Eagle (Wings West Airlines)

StatesWest Airlines (USAir Express)53 StatesWest Airlines (USAir Express) WestAir Commuter Airlines (United Express) StatesWest Airlines (USAir Express)62 Jetstream International Airlines (USAir Express)66

WestAir Commuter Airlines (United Express) WestAir Commuter Airlines (United Express) WestAir Commuter Airlines (United Express) SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection)
Trans States Airlines (USAir Express)67

WestAir Commuter Airlines (United Express)

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines
America West Airlines America West Airlines America West Airlines America West Airlines America West Airlines
American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines
Continental Airlines Continental Airlines Continental Airlines Continental Airlines Continental Airlines
Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines
Federal Express (FedEx)68 Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx)
Northwest Airlines Northwest Airlines Northwest Airlines Northwest Airlines Northwest Airlines
Reno Air Reno Air Reno Air Reno Air Reno Air77

Southwest Airlines Southwest Airlines Southwest Airlines Southwest Airlines Southwest Airlines
Trans World Airlines (TWA) Trans World Airlines (TWA) Trans World Airlines (TWA) Trans World Airlines (TWA) Trans World Airlines (TWA)
United Airlines United Airlines United Airlines United Airlines United Airlines
United Parcel Service (UPS) United Parcel Service (UPS) United Parcel Service (UPS) United Parcel Service (UPS) United Parcel Service (UPS)
USAir USAir USAir→US Airways73 US Airways US Airways
Alpha Air (TWExpress)69 American Eagle (Wings West Airlines) American Eagle (Wings West Airlines)74 SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection & United Express)75 SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection & United Express)
American Eagle (Wings West Airlines) Great Lakes Aviation72 SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection) WestAir Commuter Airlines (United Express)76

Arizona Airways70 SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection) WestAir Commuter Airlines (United Express)
SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection) WestAir Commuter Airlines (United Express)
Trans States Airlines (USAir Express)71

WestAir Commuter Airlines (United Express)
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Airlines 2000-2009

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines
America West Airlines Aloha Airlines78 Aloha Airlines Aloha Airlines Aloha Airlines
American Airlines America West Airlines America West Airlines America West Airlines America West Airlines
Continental Airlines American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines
Delta Air Lines Continental Airlines Continental Airlines Continental Airlines Continental Airlines
Federal Express (FedEx) Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines
Northwest Airlines Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx)
Southwest Airlines Northwest Airlines Northwest Airlines Frontier Airlines82 Frontier Airlines
Trans World Airlines (TWA) Southwest Airlines Southwest Airlines Midwest Express83 Mesa Airlines
United Airlines Trans World Airlines (TWA)79 United Airlines Northwest Airlines Midwest Express
United Parcel Service (UPS) United Airlines United Parcel Service (UPS) Southwest Airlines Northwest Airlines
US Airways United Parcel Service (UPS) US Airways United Airlines Southwest Airlines
SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection & United Express) US Airways American Eagle80 United Parcel Service (UPS) United Airlines

SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection & United Express) Mesa Airlines (America West Express)81 US Airways84 United Parcel Service (UPS)
SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection & United Express) American Eagle American Eagle

Atlantic Southeast Airlines (Delta Connection)85 Atlantic Southeast Airlines (Delta Connection)
Mesa Airlines (America West Express) SkyWest Airlines (United Express)
SkyWest Airlines (United Express)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines
Aloha Airlines Aloha Airlines Aloha Airlines Aloha Airlines89 American Airlines
America West Airlines America West Airlines America West Airlines→US Airways88 American Airlines Continental Airlines
American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines Continental Airlines Delta Air Lines
Continental Airlines Continental Airlines Continental Airlines Delta Air Lines Federal Express (FedEx)
Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines Federal Express (FedEx) Frontier Airlines
Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx) Frontier Airlines Mesa Airlines
Frontier Airlines Frontier Airlines Frontier Airlines Mesa Airlines Northwest Airlines
Mesa Airlines Mesa Airlines Mesa Airlines Northwest Airlines Southwest Airlines
Midwest Express86 Northwest Airlines Northwest Airlines Southwest Airlines United Airlines
Northwest Airlines Southwest Airlines Southwest Airlines United Airlines United Parcel Service (UPS)
Southwest Airlines United Airlines United Airlines United Parcel Service (UPS) US Airways
United Airlines United Parcel Service (UPS) United Parcel Service (UPS) US Airways Virgin America Airlines90

United Parcel Service (UPS) American Eagle American Eagle American Eagle American Eagle91

American Eagle SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection & United Express) SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection & United Express) SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection & United Express) SkyWest Airlines (Delta Connection & United Express)
Atlantic Southeast Airlines (Delta Connection)87

SkyWest Airlines (United Express)
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Airlines 2010-2019

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Air Canada92 Air Canada95 Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines
Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines
American Airlines American Airlines Compass Airlines97 Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines
Continental Airlines Continental Airlines Continental Airlines98 Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx)
Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines Frontier Airlines Frontier Airlines
Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx) Interjet Interjet102

Frontier Airlines Frontier Airlines Frontier Airlines Mesa Airlines101 Southwest Airlines (AirTran Airways)103

Mesa Airlines Mesa Airlines Interjet99 Southwest Airlines (AirTran Airways) United Airlines
Northwest Airlines93 Southwest Airlines Mesa Airlines United Airlines United Parcel Service (UPS)
Southwest Airlines United Airlines Southwest Airlines (AirTran Airways)100 United Parcel Service (UPS) US Airways
United Airlines United Parcel Service (UPS) United Airlines US Airways WestJet
United Parcel Service (UPS) US Airways United Parcel Service (UPS) WestJet SkyWest Airlines
US Airways WestJet96 US Airways SkyWest Airlines
Virgin America Airlines94 SkyWest Airlines WestJet
SkyWest Airlines SkyWest Airlines

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines
American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines American Airlines
Delta Air Lines Compass Airlines105 Compass Airlines Compass Airlines Compass Airlines
Federal Express (FedEx) Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines
Frontier Airlines Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx)
Southwest Airlines Frontier Airlines Frontier Airlines Frontier Airlines Frontier Airlines
United Airlines Horizon Air106 Horizon Air Horizon Air Horizon Air
United Parcel Service (UPS) Southwest Airlines Southwest Airlines Southwest Airlines Southwest Airlines
US Airways104 United Airlines United Airlines United Airlines United Airlines
WestJet United Parcel Service (UPS) United Parcel Service (UPS) United Parcel Service (UPS) United Parcel Service (UPS)
SkyWest Airlines WestJet WestJet WestJet WestJet

SkyWest Airlines SkyWest Airlines Delux JetSuite X (JSX)107 Delux JetSuite X (JSX)
SkyWest Airlines SkyWest Airlines
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Airlines 2020-2029

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Alaska Airlines Air Canada110 Air Canada
American Airlines Alaska Airlines Alaska Airlines
Compass Airlines108 Allegiant Airlines111 Allegiant Airlines
Delta Air Lines American Airlines American Airlines
Federal Express (FedEx) Delta Air Lines Delta Air Lines
Frontier Airlines Federal Express (FedEx) Federal Express (FedEx)
Horizon Air Frontier Airlines Frontier Airlines
Southwest Airlines Horizon Air Horizon Air
Spirit Airlines109 Southwest Airlines Southwest Airlines
United Airlines Spirit Airlines Spirit Airlines
United Parcel Service (UPS) Sun Country112 Sun Country
WestJet United Airlines United Airlines
Delux JetSuite X (JSX) United Parcel Service (UPS) United Parcel Service (UPS)
SkyWest Airlines WestJet WestJet

Delux JetSuite X (JSX) Delux JetSuite X (JSX)
SkyWest Airlines SkyWest Airlines

2025 2026 2027 2028 2029
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